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Instructions & reminders:
· Rather than simply registering for the IKNS Independent Study course, students are asked to first think about topics and to discuss and refine a topic with a possible supervisor (supervisors must be IKNS faculty).
· The purpose of this process is to ensure that the topic (in scope, depth, and approach) is suitable for an Independent Study towards the IKNS degree and that the chosen supervisor has interest, expertise, and availability to work with the student on the chosen topic. During this process, the supervisor will also help the student to refine and shape the topic as well as discuss the basic research approach and potential data sources.
· Once the student and supervisor agree on the topic, curriculum area(s), and number of credits, the student completes the Independent Study Proposal and submits a draft to the supervisor.
· The supervisor will review and, if necessary, iterate the proposal with the student and then sign the proposal.
· The student will submit the proposal to IKNS Administration, which will review the proposal and contact the student once the student is approved to go ahead with registering for the course in SSOL.
· Timeline: Students are encouraged to start conversations with potential supervisor(s) well in advance of the semester in which they plan to carry out the Independent Study (typically during the preceding semester). The latest date at which signed proposals must be submitted to IKNS for review is the two weeks prior to the start of the semester in which a student plans to carry out the study.  Early submission of proposals are accepted and strongly encouraged.  

Student: 		Name and Columbia University uni
Supervisor: 		Name
Semester: 		Fall, spring, or summer & year
Curriculum area(s):	CA1, CA2, or CA3 (designate one CA or any combination of two CAs)
Number of credits: 	Number of credits should be commensurate with scope (see course description)
Modality: 		Online or in-person (indicate how student <> supervisor meetings will be held)

1. Abstract (motivation, research question, relevance to IKNS, and approach) [500 words max.]
Concisely describe the proposed study’s background and motivation, research question (open question?; hypothesis testing?, etc.), why/how it connects to the IKNS curriculum, the proposed research method/approach(es) (literature review, survey, expert interviews, etc.), and, if already known, some of the main data sources that will likely be consulted. It is understood that the exact research question, method(s), and sources may evolve during the course of the Independent Study. 
2. Rationale for IKNS Curriculum Area(s) [100 words max.]
Following the IKNS curriculum areas as described here, briefly explain the rationale for the chosen curriculum area(s), based on the research topic, the approach, or a combination of the two.
3. Timeline
List the dates agreed between student and supervisor to meet the 3 milestones (milestones as described in the syllabus).
4. Supervisor approval
Signature and date.
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