
Organizational Structures & Charity Status

Legal 
Structure

• Section 501 (c)(3) educational 
nonprofit

• Regulated by the Internal 
Revenue Service

• Section 501 (c)(4) social welfare 
nonprofit

• Regulated by the Internal Revenue 
Service

• A separately segregated bank 
account administered by the Arts 
Action Fund only

• Regulated by the Federal Election 
Commission

Charity 
Status

• AFTA is a charity
• Org pays no income tax
• Donors can take a tax 

deductible for a charitable 
contribution

• 5% budgetary limit on lobbying
• 100% expressly prohibited 

from electioneering work

• AAF is not a charity
• Org still pays no income tax
• However donors cannot take a tax 

deduction as a charitable 
contribution

• No budgetary limit on direct or 
grassroots lobbying

• 49.9% budgetary limit on election 
work

• PAC is not an org nor a charity
• PAC pays no income tax
• Donors cannot take a tax 

deduction for a PAC contribution
• Maximum contribution is 

$5,000/year
• Maximum distribution to a 

candidate is $5,000/election/year
• No budgetary limit on lobbying 

or electioneering.



ArtsVote 2020: Leveraging Upcoming Election

• C3:  Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) Campaigns
• C3:  New Hampshire and Iowa Arts Forums
• C3:  Advocacy trainings in early primary states 
• C3:  Arts Questions to Ask Candidates
• C3:  2020 Presidential & Party Arts Platform Statements 
• C3:  DNC and RNC Events in Milwaukee and Charlotte
• C4:  Presidential Podcast Interviews with Ben Folds
• C4:  2020 Candidate Questionnaire
• C4:  Congressional Arts Report Card of Incumbents
• PAC: Candidate Endorsements & Financial Contributions



www.ArtsActionFund.org/podcast

http://www.artsactionfund.org/podcast


Arts Questions to Ask Candidates
Pocket Cards






	Organizational Structures & Charity Status
	ArtsVote 2020: Leveraging Upcoming Election
	www.ArtsActionFund.org/podcast
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

